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	Title of resource
	What is predictive text?

	What is it? 
	Handout

	What category? 

(Choose one or more) Read Write Spell/ Numeracy/ IT/Personal Development/ESOL/ Family Learning/FETAC module
	IT

	What level learner would it suit?
	Level 2-3

	Does it suit any particular learning style? (Choose one or more) 

Visual/Auditory/Kinaesthetic
	None in particular, but some appeal to the visual learner as it uses visual descriptions

	Tell us about the context in which you have used this resource
	I developed it for the final session in a Beginners Computers class, in response to queries from the learners. Predictive text was a skill they all wanted to master. So they all brought in their phones that day. We brainstormed what they knew about texting and using the keypad already and then we read through the handout together and tried out the instructions. They worked well and all the learners felt a lot more confident by the end of the session. 

	Timing: 
	Between group discussion, reading it through and trying it out, this took up my full 2 hour session. 

	Any other tips on using this resource? 
	It is only for use with basic mobiles, not smartphones
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It is software loaded on your mobile to make it faster and easier to type text on a numeric keypad. 

Each of your keys has a group of letters on it. The software checks them against a dictionary of common words and recognises what you want to text, as you type. The most commonly used word for the combination of keys is displayed first, then you press a key to access other choices. 

What key on your phone allows you to type numbers into a text message? 

It’s usually the same key that turns on predictive text. 

How to do it. Tips!

1. Open a new text message. 

2. Now set your phone to predictive text mode. It might be called Dictionary on your phone. This is usually done by pressing either the star or hash key, until a symbol like Abc or Abc appears at the top of your screen. 

3. Start typing a common word like “hello”.

4. Take it easy. Only one key tap is needed per letter. 

5. Don’t worry. Ignore the word displayed on your screen until you are finished entering text. The software tries to find matching words as you go along, so the word you are entering may change as you press each key. 

6. Check out your options. When you are finished tapping the keys, if the word displayed on the phone isn’t the one you want, press the Options key (or whatever it’s called on your mobile).  Then press the space key to accept the choice. 
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7. Which is the space key on your phone? The symbol for a space is like the bottom of a box, like on the 0 in this picture. 
8. Adding punctuation is easy – just press number 1, and choose using your Options key. Full stop? Comma? Question mark? They’re all there. 

9. Usually a new sentence will get a capital automatically. Using all capital letters is not good manners, as it’s considered SHOUTING (the same applies for email). But if you want to type a word or abbreviation in capitals, use the key that got you Predictive Text – usually either star or hash, until you see a capital letter at the top of your screen. Then start typing. 
Source: M. O’Sullivan Graham
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